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This document provides guidance regarding the new no-
fault  divorce procedure which was introduced in England

and Wales  in Apri l  2022.

How do I  apply for a divorce?

On 6th Apri l  2022,  a  new no-faul t  divorce process  was
introduced in  England and Wales .  This  came as  par t  of
several  key changes to  UK divorce law brought  in  by the
Divorce,  Dissolut ion and Separat ion Act  2020.  In  fact ,  th is
was the f i rs t  major  radical  divorce law reform since the
1970’s!

No-faul t  divorce al lows couples  to  end their  marr iage or
civi l  par tnership without  having to  apport ion blame on each
other  for  the breakdown of  the marr iage.  All  that  must  be
proven is  that  the marr iage has  i r re t r ievably broken down.  I t
a lso removes the possibi l i ty  of  one spouse contest ing the
divorce,  which can potent ia l ly  leave the other  spouse
wait ing years  to  be able  to  have an uncontested divorce.  

These changes to  divorce law simplify the process  of
obtaining a  divorce in  England and Wales ,  while  a lso
applying to  Civi l  Par tnership dissolut ion.  

My Local Solicitor 
is a law firm with a difference.

H
O

W
 D

O
 I

 A
P

P
LY

 F
O

R
A

 D
IV

O
R

C
E

??
MY LOCAL SOLICITOR LTD QUALITY  |  INTEGRITY  |  LAW



What is  no-fault  divorce?

The new divorce law retains  the i r re t r ievable  breakdown of  a
marr iage but  s implif ies  the divorce process  by removing the
need to  apport ion blame on one par ty .  The main changes are  as
fol lows:

The par t ies  need only produce a  s ta tement  that  ‘ the
marr iage has  i r re t r ievably broken down’.  No blame wil l  be
apport ioned.

A divorce appl icat ion can be made joint ly  or  by a  sole
appl icant .

The opt ion of  contest ing the divorce has  been removed
except  in  extremely l imited circumstances which the court
feels  compel led to  invest igate  fur ther .

The terminology has  been changed and modernised:  The
Divorce Pet i t ion is  now known as  the Divorce Applicat ion.
The Pet i t ioner  is  now known as  the Applicant .  Decree Nisi
is  now known as  a  Condit ional  Order  and Decree Absolute
is  known as  a  Final  Order .

There is  now a mandatory per iod of  ref lect ion which is  a
minimum of  20 weeks from the date  of  issue of  the divorce
appl icat ion to  when a  Condit ional  Order  can be made.  This
is  basical ly  a  consol idat ion per iod for  the par t ies  to
consider  their  decis ion.
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How does a no-fault  divorce work?

To apply for  a  divorce under  the new no-faul t  divorce law,  one
simply makes an appl icat ion for  divorce including a  s ta tement
of  i r re t r ievable  breakdown.  

In  essence,  this  is  a  s ta tement  saying that  your  re la t ionship
has broken down to the point  the marr iage cannot  cont inue.

The appl icat ion can be made by yourself  ( the appl icant)  or
together  with your  spouse ( joint  appl icat ion) .  

The appl icat ion is  normally made onl ine.
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How to get  a  no-fault  divorce in England and Wales .

The basic  process  is  as  fol lows:

Fi le  an appl icat ion for  divorce (ei ther  solely or  joint ly) .
The court  wil l  issue the divorce.
Service of  the appl icat ion – for  sole  appl icat ions only,  the
court  service wil l  send a  copy of  the divorce appl icat ion to
the other  spouse.  They wil l  be referred to  as  the
‘Respondent’ .  Service can be done through email  or  postal
address .
Acknowledgment  of  Service – for  sole  appl icat ions only,  the
Respondent  wil l  need to  complete  an Acknowledgment  of
Service Form to confirm they have received a  copy of  the
appl icat ion within days of  receipt .
Condi t ional  Order  –  a  minimum of  20 weeks af ter  the divorce
was issued by the court ,  you can apply for  the Condit ional
Order .  This  confirms that  the court  sees  no reason the divorce
cannot  go ahead.
Final  Order  –  6  weeks af ter  the Condit ional  Order  is  granted,
you can apply for  the Final  Order .  This  legal ly  ends your
marr iage.
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What are the benefits  of  no-fault  divorce?

Several  benefi ts  to  a  no-faul t  divorce are  as  fol lows:

I t  bet ter  ref lects  modern relat ionships  and s i tuat ions that
ar ise  on relat ionship breakdown.

The terminology has  been updated and the process
simplif ied,  as  wel l  as  introducing a  per iod of  ref lect ion.  I t
negates  the need to  apport ion blame.

I t  removes the opportuni ty  to  contest  the divorce.

I t  removes the element  of  blame,  which may make divorce
set t lements  and discussions about  chi ldren more amicable .
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How much does a no-fault  divorce cost  in England and Wales?

There is  a  court  fee  of  £612.00 for  submit t ing a  divorce
appl icat ion.  Addit ional ly ,  you wil l  need to  consider  sol ic i tor’s
fees .  This  would cover  advice on issues  including draf t ing and
complet ing your  appl icat ion,  negot ia t ing divis ion of  your
f inances and matr imonial  home,  and agreeing a  f inancial  consent
order  and arrangements  for  chi ldren of  the marr iage.

Timeline for a no-fault  divorce

In total ,  a  no-faul t  divorce wil l  usual ly  take around 7 – 10
months.  This  is  however  an est imat ion and wil l  depend on
individual  c i rcumstances.

C
O

S
T

S
 A

N
D

T
IM

E
LI

N
E

MY LOCAL SOLICITOR LTD QUALITY  |  INTEGRITY  |  LAW

My Local Solicitor 
is a law firm with a difference.



Implications in relat ion to your Wil l

I t ’s  important  to  note  that  divorce may mean that  cer ta in
provis ions in  your  Wil l  do not  work as  you might  have intended
them to.  You wil l  need to  make a  new Wil l  quickly af ter  the
divorce (or  in  contemplat ion of  divorce)  to  ensure your  wishes
are  carr ied out  in  the event  of  your  death.

How MLS Can Support  You

Navigat ing a  divorce can be chal lenging,  but  you don ' t  have to
go through i t  a lone!

At MLS, we are  here  to  provide you with expert  legal  advice,
support  and representat ion throughout  the process .  

Whether  you need assis tance with negot ia t ions,  paperwork,  or
court  proceedings,  our  dedicated team is  commit ted to  ensuring
your  interests  are  protected and achieving the best  possible
outcome for  you.  

Please feel  f ree  to  contact  us  with any quest ions or  to  schedule  a
free consul ta t ion.
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My Local Solicitor Ltd.
is a law firm with a difference.

We hope you found this  guide useful ,  should you require
further support  or have any quest ions,  please reach out

to us.   

hel lo@my-local-sol ic i tor.com

Tel:  01244 478 730 and 01948 302 332

Address:
My Local  Sol ic i tor Ltd,  Church Street ,  Malpas

SY14 8NU

QUALITY  |  INTEGRITY  |  LAW

mailto:hello@my-local-solicitor.com

